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(based on a teaching by Rick Warren) 

Week 3: SHARPEN MY ABILITIES 

“Well done, good and faithful servant” 

Each of us has been shaped by God for a purpose.  We each have a unique set of Experiences and 
a unique Personality.  Our DNA also provides us with a set of natural Abilities, which we can use to 
serve God.  In this week’s study, we focus on the abilities (or talents) each of us has. 
 
 

Opening Discussion        10 minutes 

Spend a few moments in silence, thinking about your abilities.   
 
Think particularly about: 
 

 The kind of work do you love to do 

 Your hobbies 

 The activities you are good at 

 What awards or prizes you have won 
 

Now talk about abilities and talents.  How do you know someone has a talent for something?  
Mention different natural abilities you have noticed in members of the group. 

 
 

Readings          10 minutes 

Read the following verses aloud: 
 
Exodus 31: 1 – 11 
Matthew 25: 14 – 29 
 
Be silent in the group for a few moments, reflecting on the readings. 
 

Discussion          20 minutes 

 
1. Where did Bezaliel and Oholiab get their talents and abilities?  Why were these talents 

given to them? (Exodus 31: 1 – 11)  
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2. What do you think the master intended his servants to do with the bags of gold he 

entrusted to them?  (Matthew 25:15) 
 

3. What was the master’s response to the way in which his servants used what he had given 
them?  What does this say about the way we use our God-given talents? 

 
4. What talents has God given you?  How are you using them? 

 
5. Talk about the talents in the group, and how you can use these to build God’s kingdom. 

 
 

Prayer          10 minutes 

 
“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things.” (Matthew 25:21) 
 
Break into two’s and pray for each other, asking God to use the talents He has given to each of 
you, so that He can call you His good and faithful servants. 


